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1550.                 TO ALBANY FONBLANQUE

AUGUST 1862

Hitherto unpublished. My text is taken from a transcript supplied by Mr. Par-
rish, who owns the original

(Palace Green,

Kensington, W.)
Dear Fonblanque
Please to answer this and oblige

Your faithful W M T.

Who are your favourite heroines in novels? 4*

1551.                         TO MRS. PROCTER

AUGUST 1862

My text is taken from Centenary Biographical Introductions, XX, xxiii.

Palace Green,

Kensington, W.
Please answer this and oblige

Your faithful
W. M. T.

Who are your favourite heroes in Novels? 43

43 "How do you like your heroes, ladies? " Thackeray writes in "On a Peal
of Bells" (Cornhitt Magazine, September, 1862; Works, XII, 381). "Gentle-
men, what novel heroines do you prefer? When I set this essay going, I sent
the above question to two of the most inveterate novel-readers of my acquaint-
ance. The gentleman refers me to Miss Austen j the ,lady says Athos, Guy
Livingstone, and (pardon my rosy blushes) Colonel Esmond, and owns that
in youth she was very much in love with Valancourt." Guy Livingstone was
the hero of the novel of that name published in 1857 by George Alfred Law-
rence (1827-1876).

43 Part of Mrs. Procter's reply is printed by Lady Ritchie (Centenary Bio-
graphical Introductions, XX, xxiii-xxiv) : "This subject, Heroes, is one that
interests me greatly. Some years ago, when Sir Cornwall Lewis was Editor of
the Edinburgh Review, I wrote an article on 'Novels written by Women.'